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SPECIAL TO THE MONITOR said the college has embarked 
on a training program to develop 

More than 900 law enforcement courses most needed by law 
officers have participated in enforcement.
training at South Texas College’s Current goals of the RCPSE 
new Regional Center for Public include prioritizing the most 
Safety Excellence (RCPSE) in sought after instruction required 
McAllen since January 2019, by federal, state, county, 
according to RCPSE Chief municipal, and school district law 
Administrator Paul Varville who enforcement, further developing 
spoke at STC’s President’s Advisory partnerships with the Federal 
Council Committee on June 27. Law Enforcement Training Center 

 “What we are working toward is (FLETC), and assisting agencies in 
more educational opportunities for recruiting future law enforcement 
law enforcement officers in the Rio officers.
Grande Valley, providing them with In 2018, STC President Dr. 
advanced skills and knowledge of Shirley A. Reed extended an 
techniques to combat cybercrime invitation to regional leaders in 
and other evolving threats to our the law enforcement community 
community,” Varville said. to participate on the Advisory 

STC is the first border community Council in order to provide 
college in the nation to establish recommendations for professional 
integrative training for local, state continuing education and college 
and federal professionals in law degree programs.
enforcement, public safety, fire The $71.28 million long-range 
safety, and homeland security along master plan is on a 64-acre site, in 
with the U.S.-Mexico border. Pharr, Texas with additional acres 

The President’s Advisory Council available for future expansion. leverage the training funds to be than 120 degree & certificate 
meeting was organized to identify The Master Plan includes 534,385 able to provide this to you within options, including associate 
strategies that will be used in the square feet of buildings, target our partnership.” degrees in a variety of liberal art, 
development of the college’s 2020 range, emergency vehicles STC RCPSE will hold an eight- social science, business, math, 
RCPSE training implementation operational course, and fire science hour course on cellphone science, technology, advanced 
plan. The Council serves as the structures to be completed in three investigative techniques hosted manufacturing and allied health 
principal means to develop phases over the next decade. by the Hidalgo County District fields of study. Additionally, 
advanced training programs at the “It’s important that we develop Attorney’s Office on July 16. South Texas College is the only 
RCPSE and to ensure that those partnerships to be able to respond community college in the State of 
programs remain current with to law enforcement needs,” said ABOUT SOUTH TEXAS COLLEGE Texas to offer four baccalaureate 
evolving technology. Wanda Garza, STC director of Founded in 1993, South Texas degrees. South Texas College has a 

Following an electronic survey external affairs. “This is about College is accredited by the faculty and staff of more than 2,700 
sent to law enforcement asking for access to facilities and equipment Commission on Colleges of the to serve the college’s six campuses, 
input about the types of training and asking ‘how can we do this?’ Southern Association of Colleges two higher education centers, and 
most needed for officers, Varville Our discussion with you is how we and Schools and offers more one virtual campus.

 
 

Courses offered this 
summer included 
GED, ESL Basic, ESL 
Intermediate, ESL
Advanced at the Napper
Parent/Community
Education Center and 
Welding at PSJA Ballew 
College, Career & 
Technology Academy. 
Parents who completed 
earned Certifi cates of 
Completion from South
Texas College. 

“As a mom, it is very 
important for me to be 
able to help my kids 
with their homework.
That is my motivation,” 
said Nancy Franco a
parent of two PSJA
ISD students who took 
an ESL Intermediate 
course this summer. 
“I am very grateful
for these classes that 
change our lives. I
hope more parents take 
advantage of them.” 

Through the
district’s nationally 
recognized parent
program, each year
more than 6,000 PSJA
ISD parents participate 
in free classes in any
of the eight Parent/
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South Texas College
and the Region One
Education Service 
Center. 

For Adelita Figueroa-
Muñoz, South Texas
College Intermediate 
ESL Instructor, working 
with PSJA ISD to help 
parents continue their
education for the past 
two years has been an
honor. 

“It’s a great privilege 
and opportunity to 
empower people with 
knowledge and skills,”
said Figueroa-Muñoz 
who taught a summer 
course at the PSJA 
Napper Center. “I
admire how PSJA ISD 
goes out of their way 
to help parents. Other 
districts may be doing 
it too, but PSJA goes
further, the extra mile 
to encourage parents.” 

In addition to the
summer courses, 
other classes offered
through the PSJA
Parental Engagement 
Program, thanks to 75
volunteer Iinstructors, 
include citizenship
nutrition arts and 

‘It’s never too late to learn’
PSJA parents take 
free summer courses

Above, more 
than 160 
PSJA ISD 
parents are 
taking free 
summer 
classes 
through 
the PSJA 
Parental 
Engagement 
Program. 
Below, 
parents 
taking a 
South Texas 
College 
Welding 
course 
through the 
program.
Courtesy 
photos
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More than 160 parents in Pharr-San 
Juan-Alamo Independent School District 
(PSJA ISD) continued their education this 
summer through free adult education 
courses offered through the district’s PSJA 
Parental Engagement Program and South 
Texas College. 

EDUCATION SPOTLIGHT

STC offers educational opportunities for officers through integrative training

Courtesy photo
Adriana Palacios, special operations supervisor for Rio Grande City Station, was among the 
law enforcement community who attended STC’s President’s Advisory Council meeting on 
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