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May 29 & 30, 2024 • Pharr, Texas 

Death Investigation: Cause, Manner and 
Mechanism of Death and the Investigative Process 

Instructor: 
 

Michael Murphy serves as President and CEO of M POWER USA, an international management consulting firm providing 
management and leadership guidance to public and private agencies. Dr. Murphy brings forty plus years of law enforcement 
and public service experience to the position serving in a multitude of roles giving him a unique perspective beginning with 
boots on the ground to Chief of Police. 
 
His journey of public service began as an entry level police officer in Kansas City, Kansas to serving as Chief of Police in Mes-
quite, Nevada.  Dr. Murphy most recently served as Director of Special Services for The National Center for Missing and       
Exploited Children in Alexandria, Virginia where he was responsible for the Long Term Missing and Unidentified, Forensic    
Services, Image Enhancement/Age Progression Units while serving as the National Amber Alert Coordinator. 
 
Prior to his time on the national stage, Dr. Murphy served as Coroner for the Clark County Office of the Coroner/Medical        
Examiner for 13 years while simultaneously acted as the Interim Director of Juvenile Justice Services and Chief Lobbyist for the 
76th & 77th Legislative Sessions of the Nevada Legislature. 
 
Michael is a graduate of the FBI National Academy and has a doctoral degree in Business Administration with California Pacific 
University.  He is also a Fellow with the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators. 
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May 29 & 30, 2024 • Pharr, Texas  

Wednesday, May 29, 2024 
 
 
8:00 a.m.—8:30 a.m.  Registration 
 
 
8:30 a.m.—9:30 a.m.  Role of The Coroner Medical Examiner 
 
 
9:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. Unidentified/Exhumations/Resources 
 
 
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. PPE’s/Autopsy/Decomposition 
 
 
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m. Lunch (On Your Own) 
 
 
1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m.  Injuries/Death Terminology/Ballistic Injuries 
 
 
2:30 p.m.—4:00 p.m.  Elder Abuse/Neglect 
 
 
Thursday, May 30, 2024 
 
 
8:00 a.m.—9:30 a.m.  Case Review Accident vs Suicide 
 
 
 
9:30 a.m.—11:00 a.m. Case Review Homicide vs Natural Death 
 
11:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Case Review Suicide Death By Poison 
 
 
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m. Lunch (On Your Own) 
 
 
1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m.  Case Review Suicide or Accident 
 
 
2:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.  Court Room Demeanor 
 
 
3:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.  Case Review High Profile Deaths, 
  Autoerotic or Suicide 
 
 
4:00 p.m.  Certificate Presentation 
 

 3 Ways to Register for a Seminar! 

 Ways to Register  

1.  Register Online: WWW.LLRMI.COM 

2.  Fax Form: 317-386-8228 

3.  Mail Form to:  

 

 

 

If you have any questions please call 

          317-386-8325    

Upon receiving your registration we will send an invoice to the department or agency.  

Checks, Claim Forms, Purchase Orders should be made payable to: LLRMI 

Legal and Liability Risk Management 
700 N. Carr Rd., # 595 

Plainfield, Indiana 46168 
 

Federal ID: 81-0692135 

Seminar Title:            Death Investigation: Cause, Manner 
 and Mechanism of Death and the 
 Investigative Process  
            

Instructor:        Michael Murphy    

Seminar Location: South Texas College Regional Center for 
 Public Safety Excellence 
 3901 South Cage Blvd 
 Pharr, Texas 78577 

  
When: May 29 & 30, 2024 

 
 
Registration Time: 8:00 a.m. (May 29, 2024) 

 
 
Hotel Reservations:   Drury Inn & Suites McAllen 
 300 West Expressway 83 
 McAllen, Texas 78501 
                                    1-800-325-0720 
                                    $98.00 King (plus tax) 

         
Registration Fee  $295.00 Includes Death Investigation: Cause, Manner and 
 Mechanism of Death and the Investigative Process, Printed 
 Training Manual and Certificate of Completion. 
   

Seminar ID 
#16385 

Note: 
To receive special room 

rates, please identify 
yourself with 

Group Code: 10077976 

Cut Along Dotted Line 

Names of Attendees 1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
Agency 
 
Invoice To Attn: 

(Must Be Completed) 
 

Address  
 
City State Zip 
 
Email 
 
Phone Fax 

Course Objectives: 
Participants will receive an overview of the legal definitions for cause, 
manner and mechanism of death, an understanding of the basic death 
investigative process as well as the ability to identify various types of 
injuries related to the death of an individual. 
This course will further review the origins of the coroner medical legal 
system, the need for a coordinated investigation as well as the neces-
sity to utilize trained, forensic pathologists in determining the cause of 
death. 

A Multitude of Death Cases Will Be Reviewed Throughout The 
Presentation Allowing The Participant To Focus on A Variety of 

Injuries to Include: 
• Lacerations 
• Incised Wounds 
• Contusions 
• Abrasions 
• Penetrating/Stab Wounds  
• Ballistic Injuries and Their Characteristics 
• Thermal Injuries 
Additionally, Attendees Will Be Introduced To A Myriad of 

Investigative Cases to Include: 
• Child Death 
• Accidental vs Intentional Injuries ~ Signs of Abuse and Neglect 
• Elder Death  
• Abuse vs Neglect, Lack of Selfcare and Understanding the  
  Death Scene 
• Homicide  
• Suicide ~ and The Understanding of Suicide Ideation 
• Homicide vs Suicide 
• Accidental  
• Autoerotic 

Understanding The Coroner/Medical Examiner’s Office 
Responsibility To Determine:  

• Body Recovery 
• Identification of the deceased  
• Cause and manner of death 
• Protection of property 
• Identification & Notification of next of kin 
• Family response 

Forensic Capabilities and The Availability of Resources: 
• Exhumation 
• Anthropology 
• Odontology 
• Post Mortem Changes / Decomposition 
• Entomology 
• Radiology 
• Toxicology 
• Religious considerations 

Finally, we will spend time addressing court room demeanor and the 
relativity of well documented reports and ability to effectively testify to 
your work. 


