
I N T A N G I B  L E
by Carlos Limas

2 0 2 3



“Intangible,” encapsulates a visual narrative that transcends our conventional sense of perception. This 
collection of digitally manipulated images portrays people and places, wherein patterns of lines extend in 
diverse directions from central subjects. The assessment of different color palettes, ranging from vivid and 
saturated tones to a more neutral, almost monochromatic palette, adds layers of emotion and depth to this 
visual experience.
My photographic journey unfolds along the back roads of the Rio Grande Valley, which began upon my 
return from Monterrey, México in 2013. Initially uncertain about the purpose of my endeavor, I crisscrossed 
continuously these very close and familiar landscapes. As years passed and the quest for inspiration seemed 
elusive, a profound realization took hold of me: “The more I look, the less I find”. In acknowledging the futility of 
my relentless pursuit, I chose to pause, to stand still, stripping away movements, memories, and the cacophony 
of ideas in my head, reducing it all to zero. In this moment of profound Stillness, I understood that the essence I 
sought wasn’t discovered through relentless searching but by stepping back, and embracing this quiet, private, 
and intimate state of contemplation of what lay stoically in front of me. It was in this introspective state that the 
invisible landscape revealed itself. Abandoned homes and weathered structures along the roadside emerged 
as silent storytellers. This revelation forged a powerful paradox of time, which forces me to unravel the intricate 
tapestry that binds the past, present, and future.
In “Intangible,” the Future and the Past emerge as elusive and ethereal entities, one awaiting manifestation, 
the other forever departed – a perpetual transition echoing the complex dance of existence. Our tangible 
reality is confined to the Here and the Now, a continuous slipping away through time, extending toward the 
vast expanse of infinity or the quiet embrace of oblivion. The collection contemplates the transience of our 
existence and the delicate balance between presence and absence where the complicity between pixels and 
seconds vanishes in silence. The singular evidence of our fleeting journey is encapsulated in a photograph, a 
visual testament to a moment that, too, is destined to fade away.
“Intangible” acts as a visual contemplation of the fleeting nature of our existence, encouraging viewers to 
reflect on the intricate interplay of time.
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“Intangible” resume una narrativa visual que trasciende nuestro sentido convencional de la percepción. 
Esta colección de imágenes manipuladas digitalmente retrata personas y lugares, donde patrones de líneas 
se extienden en diversas direcciones como uno de sus temas centrales. La presencia de diferentes paletas de 
colores, que van desde los tonos vivos y saturados hasta paletas más neutras, casi monocromáticas, añade 
distintos niveles de emoción y profundidad a esta experiencia visual.
Mi viaje fotográfico se desarrolla a lo largo de los caminos secundarios del Valle del Río Grande, que 
comenzó a mi regreso de Monterrey, México en el 2013. Inicialmente inseguro sobre el propósito de mi 
esfuerzo, atravesé continuamente estos paisajes tan cercanos y familiares. A medida que pasaban los años y 
la búsqueda de inspiración parecía esquiva, una profunda conclusion se apoderó de mí: “Cuanto más busco, 
menos encuentro”. Al reconocer lo ineficaz de mi incesante búsqueda, elegí hacer una pausa, y detenerme, 
sin movimiento alguno, los recuerdos y la cacofonía de ideas en mi cabeza, reduciéndolo todo a cero. En 
este momento de profunda quietud, comprendí que en esencia lo que buscaba no la descubrí a través de 
esta búsqueda incesante, sino al momento de dar un paso hacia atrás y dejarme llevar por un estado de 
tranquilaidad y contemplación, tanto íntimo como personal de lo que estoicamente se presentaba  frente a 
mí. Fue en este estado introspectivo donde se reveló un paisaje invisible. Casas abandonadas y estructuras 
desgastadas a lo largo de la carretera emergieron como narradores silenciosos. Esta revelación forjó una 
poderosa paradoja del tiempo, que me obliga a desentrañar el intrincado tapiz que une el pasado, el presente 
y el futuro.
En “Intangible”, el Futuro y el Pasado emergen como entidades esquivas y etéreas, una esperando manifestarse, 
la otra desapareciendo para siempre: una transición perpetua que hace eco de la compleja danza de la 
existencia. Nuestra realidad tangible se limita al Aquí y al Ahora, un continuo escape a través del tiempo, 
que se extiende hacia la vasta extensión del infinito o el silencioso abrazo del olvido. La colección contempla 
la fugacidad de nuestra existencia y el delicado equilibrio entre presencia y ausencia donde la complicidad 
entre píxeles y segundos se desvanece en el silencio. La singular evidencia de nuestro fugaz viaje está 
resumida en una fotografía, un testimonio visual de un momento que también está destinado a desvanecerse.
“Intangible” actúa como una contemplación visual de la naturaleza fugaz de nuestra existencia, invitando a 
los espectadores a reflexionar sobre la intrincada interacción del tiempo.



La Quema, 40”x40”, Digital Photography, 2023



Son, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Grulla-Grulla-Grulla, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2020



Spicy Pecan, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Gas Station, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Raspas, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Loreto, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Green Stripes, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Blue Harlingen, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Red Raymondville, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Hidalgo, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Bus, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



X, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Time & Space, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



GeT Friend, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



White Church, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Santa Rosa, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023



Pareja, 16”x16”, Digital Photography, 2023
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From South Texas College:

“Intangible,” encapsulates a visual narrative that transcends our conventional sense of

perception. This collection of digitally manipulated images portrays people and places,

wherein patterns of lines extend in diverse directions from central subjects. The

assessment of different color palettes, ranging from vivid and saturated tones to a more

neutral, almost monochromatic palette, adds layers of emotion and depth to this visual

experience.

 

My photographic journey unfolds along the back roads of the Rio Grande Valley, which

began upon my return from Monterrey, México in 2013. Initially uncertain about the

purpose of my endeavor, I crisscrossed continuously these very close and familiar

landscapes. As years passed and the quest for inspiration seemed elusive, a profound

realization took hold of me: “The more I look, the less I �nd”. In acknowledging the

futility of my relentless pursuit, I chose to pause, to stand still, stripping away

movements, memories, and the cacophony of ideas in my head, reducing it all to zero.

In this moment of profound Stillness, I understood that the essence I sought wasn’t

discovered through relentless searching but by stepping back, and embracing this quiet,

private, and intimate state of contemplation of what lay stoically in front of me. It was

in this introspective state that the invisible landscape revealed itself. Abandoned homes

and weathered structures along the roadside emerged as silent storytellers. This

revelation forged a powerful paradox of time, which forces me to unravel the intricate

tapestry that binds the past, present, and future.
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I wanted to take a moment to express 
my sincere gratitude to The STC Art 
Department Gallery team, Tom Matthews 
Gallery Director and Genesis Ramirez, 
Gallery assistant, for their support of the 
INTANGIBLE exhibition. 

Your hard work and dedication have made 
this exhibition a great success, and I am truly 
grateful for all that you have done.

Sincerely,
Carlos Limas

Special Thanks.
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