Exercise in Thinking - 1

An Simple Exercise in the Science of Thinking

This Saturday night you want to have a big barbecue party for a bunch of your friends. In a group let’s analyze this idea according to the rules of thinking we just saw in the presentation:

1) Question: what do I need to figure out? ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) Purpose: why do I want to figure it out? __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Assumptions: what do I take for granted? ________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Point of View: how am I looking at my question? __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Information: what do I need to know? ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6) Concepts: what ideas are involved here? _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Conclusions: what inferences am I making? _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8) Consequences: what are the implications of my question? ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

An Not–So-Simple Exercise in the Science of Thinking

Many people think that K-12 public schools would be better if all students wore identical uniforms. Others do not. The question is “Should it be mandatory for all public school students to were uniforms?”

2) Question: what do I need to figure out? ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) Purpose: why do I want to figure it out? __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Assumptions: what do I take for granted? ________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Point of View: how am I looking at my question? __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Information: what do I need to know? ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6) Concepts: what ideas are involved here? _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Conclusions: what inferences am I making? _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8) Consequences: what are the implications of my question? ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

