Faculty Senate News
Minutes 9/27/05
Next Meeting October 25th!
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Please contact your senator if you have a concern you would like addressed by faculty senate or an item you would like added to the agenda of the faculty senate meeting.
Faculty Senate will meets the Fourth Tuesday of each month from 4-5:20 pm as established in the STC common hour guidelines. 

President Randy Jarvis- unable to attend due to military service, will conduct the meeting in Weslaco on October 25th.

Academic Calendar Revisions

The 2005/2006 academic calendar has been revised with a change in sprig break.

The academic calendar committee has established two possible faculty return dates for fall of 2006: Monday 8/21 or Wednesday 8/23 a vote was called and the senate voted to back the Wednesday start date with one senator 

Also discussed was the final exam schedule with finals stopping on Thursday thus causing Friday and Saturday classes to lose a full week of class.

Travel Policy-presented by Mary Elizondo


The per diem rate was increased from $25.00 to $30.00 per day. New mileage 


computation policy is now in effect and faculty will be paid the difference 


between their “regular” travel and the extra miles driven. 

Issues regarding getting faculty to travel to Starr County and Weslaco campuses were raised and a stipend for those teaching at Starr County was proposed.

See alert notice on Business office web page, if you have questions e-mail marye@southtexascollege.edu
Maricella’s presentation about evaluation of online instruction was tabled until the October 25th meeting.

New Business:

Professional development budget was cut from $11,000 to $6160. Why this cut was made is unclear when the number of students and faculty has grown.

New policies at student activities: Concerns were also raised about the policies at student activities affecting student organization access to the funds they have earned, currently there is a lag time in getting those funds back to the organization due to paperwork involved.
