Faculty Senate Minutes

October 24, 2006

George McCaleb spoke to the senate regarding parking issues.  He informed the senate that the security cards for the Pecan parking gated areas would be updated in the next two weeks.  That should hopefully eliminate some of the unauthorized parking.

Regarding the issue of the Mid-Valley signage he said that it was the first time that he had heard of the problem but he would look into it promptly. 

The request that the air-conditioning controls be housed at each individual campus instead of a main control at Pecan may not be practical or doable.  Mr. McCaleb stated that is was not a simple as just turning a switch at the campus.
Mr. McCaleb will ask Mr. Saenz in their next meeting about the lack of Starr County faculty parking but was also unaware that there was a problem.
Laura Talbot:

You can access the master syllabi template on the STC website.

In regards to the concerns about course outcomes being required by SACS, Ms. Talbot explained that it would depend on the review team.  There had been cases that the team recommended colleges to include course outcomes in their reports but it was not specifically required by SACS.  Laura will follow up with SACS to see what is specifically required.

Calendar:

Faculty expressed their concerns over the current academic calendar and specifically in regards to Monday classes.

The Fall 07 calendar can not be changed at this point but the Fall 08 calendar is still changeable.  We should email Anahid Petrosian and request more faculty representation on the calendar committee in the future.

There was also senate support to move the new faculty orientation to the Friday before classes.

Constitution
The new revised faculty senate constitution will be posted on the Faculty Senate webpage for faculty to review and provide feedback.

Major revisions include 1. Rotating senators 2. VP of the senate 3. President serves for 2 years 4. Absentee criteria for senators

The topic of sick leave deductions in 4 hour intervals has been put on the Presidents Cabinet meeting agenda and will be considered by the President for revision. 
Richard Lubben will send an email to the lab committee members and assign colleges to contact in regards to investigating other institution’s policies in certain areas.  The information will be compiled later and presented in the next senate meeting.
Faculty senators should send a photo and contact information to smolki@southtexascollege.edu  if they have not already for the senate webpage.
The issue of providing food for the senate meetings will be put on the senate website.  Faculty should provide recommendations and feedback.

A general email should be sent to remind and inform faculty that senate meetings are open to all faculty.

