Faculty Senate Minutes

February 27, 2007

Public Relations

Jenny Cummings, Director of PR addressed the senate’s concerns on various PR issues.  She relayed that Mr. Mejia is trying to work out a budget to assists the faculty in printing brochures, posters and fliers for student and faculty events.  Ms. Cummings stated that her department would no longer offer this service because of other obligations.  She went on to state that college issues and the President’s Office take priority and they do not have the resources for faculty PR.  She recommended the instructional departments do their own printing and open PO’s with a print shop.  

The senate argued that our students are being neglected by not assisting with promoting student events.  Ms. Cummings stated that Student Activities might be able to help with student event promotions.

Some faculty were also concerned that instructors were not allowed to be interviewed without first obtaining permission from PR.  Ms. Cummings stated that we all have the right of free speech but she hopes that instructors would speak in a positive manner with regards to STC.

Procedures and updates on faculty rank

Robert Ballinger was absent and unable to present do to an unforeseen obligation.  He will address the senate in our next meeting.

Survey of top ten enrolled courses

The Developmental Math Department feels unjustly highlighted for student failure rates.  They would like to know what other institution’s rates are for developmental math.

Many faculty felt that the way the administration portrayed data on February 9 sent the message that faculty were not teaching at adequate levels.  The graphs suggested that STC instructors were rated at slightly above average national levels when were possibility in the top percentile bracket.  The senate would like for our Math Department to evaluate the data independently as well as knowing how this data was evaluated.

The question of why the data was based on only one semester was asked.  The senate would like to know if there is data from other semesters available and if future studies will be made?

Several senators discussed student’s level of preparation when they arrive at STC and would like to know if STC is trying to address the quality problem of K-12 education in the valley.

Drop/fail rate online classes-mandatory orientation

The drop/fail rate seems to be leveling off and becoming closer to that of traditional classes.  

Policy 5212 Relationship Between Vendors and Employees

The use of complimentary textbooks for purposes aside from review and use in related course is prohibited.

The question of faculty being allowed to sale desk copies was brought up and ethics discussed.  The present policy forbids the sale of desk copies by faculty.  The senate agreed that this seemed fair but would like clarification about giving away desk copies to students as well as putting on reserve at the library.

Several senators also expressed the dislike of book reps constantly coming by the departments to see if there are texts they can resell.  

Faculty Senate Representation on QEP (Quality Enhancement Plan) Planning Team to guide the college through the process of selecting a QEP topic.

Jenny Clark is requesting two volunteers to serve on the committee who will be named at a later time. The administration wants to tie in EEO’s to the new faculty evaluation plan.  The senate strongly objected to this practice and suggested that they should instead look at the instructors who have very high passing rates.

Faculty credentials

Search committee chairs should request that HR send all applications for the positions to be reviewed by their committee.

Travel/mileage

Mr. Mejia will review the federal policy and see if STC is currently interpreting the policy correctly.

Professional Development funds

Mr. Mejia transferred an additional $10,000 to supplement the college faculty professional development travel funds.  This almost doubles what was previously allotted.  

