Faculty Senate Minutes

March 27, 2007

Tamara Remhof gave a demonstration on JSTOR which is a data base for journals.  The initial cost would be around $16,000 for the first year and much less for the yearly fee.  Many faculty would like STC to purchase access to the data base for student and faculty research needs.  After the initial cost the library would be able to pay the yearly fee but they do not have the funds for the start up cost.  The executive committee will bring up the issue with Mr. Mejia to see if funds could be allocated for this purpose.  

http://www.jstor.org
Faculty should email Tamara Remhof to voice their support to acquire the data base or to ask questions.

Robert Ballinger reviewed the process of applying for academic rank.  There has been many problems with the website but when working you can access the link from a campus computer at htt://portfolio

After building your portfolio you will submit it to your department chair and your department faculty will review and vote.  You can email Robert with application questions at robertb@southtexascollege.edu or alexk@southtexascollege.edu with technical problems.

Faculty Senate elections will be set up after Easter break.  The Senate newsletter should be printed and distributed before elections begin.  The newsletter will include the new constitution and explain the election process and service expectations of senators.  Senate secretary will send out a general email regarding election process as well as taking nominations.  Jenny Clark and Richard Lubben will take the nominations.  Randy Jarvis will supervise the election at Pecan, Michele Shell at Mid-Valley and Gloria Garza at the Starr Campus.

The problems with the preliminary academic calendar 2008-2009 will be brought up with Mr. Mejia at the next executive meeting.  The uniform class time schedule should have more faculty input.  Other calendar issues were the changing of standard times conflicts with the final exam schedule, Saturday classes and the number of days per week for summer classes should be addressed.

Jenny Clark inquired about whether the number of personal leave days should be raised to two days per year.  The senate agreed and asked that it be brought up with Mr. Mejia.

Richard Lubben spoke about the positive response by faculty and staff when polled about the Health and Wellness Center.  The general response was that the faculty and staff would like free access to the Center. Faculty and staff also agreed that using the center would be beneficial to their overall health as well as possibly helping energy levels in their class instruction.  The executive committee will continue talks with the administration regarding free access to the center.

A Senate newsletter will be created after Easter break.  The following senators will write articles and Richard Lubben will put together the newsletter.

Randy Jarvis: Pay Plan Committee

Robert Ballinger: Academic Rank

Mary Van Loy: Academic Calendar

Mark Murray: Faculty Senate Constitution

Richard Lubben: Health & Wellness Center

The topic of graduation was brought up and the senate asked that the idea of having separate graduation ceremonies for each campus be addressed with Mr. Mejia.  Also the procedure for picking the graduation speakers by the Board should be discussed.  

